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July 6, 2014 Sermon Outline on Counting the Cost of Discipleship (Luke 14:25-34)

Background: Many people, having seen Jesus’ miracles, followed him, hoping that he was the
Messiah (the Anointed) that would rescue them from foreign oppression. Thus, Jesus wanted
them to understand what it would take to follow him.

Outline:

1. How much do you _ Jesus? (Luke 14:26). Dr. David Livingstone... Do you love Jesus

more than your family or your own life? Is Jesus truly your Lord? Or is he your servant at your

beck and call? Why should you love him? My personal testimony (Matt. 16:25). Reasons for
loving Jesus can be many, depending on how you experience him as Lord and Savior. Some
reminders:

a. Law of Order: Jesus, being Son of God the Creator, determines the laws governing the
universe, and the priority of life to make it abundant (Matthew 6:33; sequence of 1's and
0's).

b. Response to divine love: Jesus gave himself up as the Sacrificial Lamb once and for all for the
redemption of our sins, so that we can be reconciled with God and live a godly life
(Hebrews 9:28). We have life because of his death. Shouldn’t we respond accordingly to
his love?

c. Fear not death: the God we believe in is the Giver of Life (Matt. 16:25) and has the power of
resurrection. Why fear then? (Abraham’s faith in Gen. 22:2, 5-8)

2. Howmuch do you __ Jesus? "Take up your cross to come after me" (Luke 14:27) means
complete obedience to Jesus, despite persecution, shame, mockery, and pain in the world. The
two parables on building and going to battle emphasize the importance of calculating your cost
before you jump in to follow Jesus. The last thing he wants from his followers is half-hearted
commitment.

3. How much are you willing to in following Jesus? (Luke 14:33-35) Admittedly, it
is not easy to surrender everything, including one’s own life, but taking Jesus’ yoke upon you,
and learn of him (Matthew 11:29-30) will empower you to live a victorious life. So, stand up for
Jesus, and be a true Christian. Be salt and light to a world that is dylng, and help to bring in a
new dawn — the Kingdom of God.

Summary:

1. Each follower of Jesus should have a mind, having calculated the cost of discipleship
and be prepared for the long and arduous nature of one’s spiritual journey.

2. Faith needs a clear , a calm spirit, and clear goals. You cannot be a true Christian if you
fail to recognize that your obedience to the Lord has to be complete and life-long, living a godly
life through God’s grace, and not through your own merits.

3. Our spiritual journey will not always be blessed with blue sky: we have to die to the
temptation of sin, struggle with our own lusts, and face hostilities and ridicule from outside. We
may be unpopular, suffer separation from our family, regarded as stupid, lose our autonomy, and
even our own lives. We should be prepared for these (Luke 14:33).

4. Following the Lord Jesus is a lifelong commitment to trust and obey. Christ would rather
have us not follow him than serving two masters, or back-tracking in our spiritual journey. Our
mission is to save a dying world and be an effective witness for Christ in the building of His

Kingdom and in our spiritual warfare.
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